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CALIFORNIA CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION 
 

APRIL 2001 COMMISSION MEETING 
 

SACRAMENTO, CA 
 

April 19, 2001 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 
 
 

• Minutes from the March 15, 2001 Commission meeting were approved.  These 

minutes have been posted on the State Commission’s website (www.ccfc.ca.gov). 

 

 
• County Commission Website Assistance 

 

The Commission unanimously approved a request for $150,000 for a long-term 

time and materials based contract for the provision of website related technical 

assistance to the County Commissions.   

 

• Annual Budget Calendar 

 

The Commission unanimously approved a request that the State Commission 

enact a more structured annual calendar for budget development and program 

funding. The new budget calendar will be trans itioned into effect commencing 

with the May 2001 Commission meeting, during which activities related to 

development of both the 2001/2002 and the 2002/03  budgets will be undertaken.  
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• Preparation of CCFC’s Budget 

 

Staff presented a discussion item for the Commission’s review that detailed 

projected available revenues for program implementation and a series of charts 

that outlined approved projects and the cost projections for continuing these 

projects, and a listing of projects that were proposed in the current CCFC 

objectives and priorities or proposed by individual Commissioners at the January 

Commissioner Retreat. Prior to May 3, 2001, staff will provide Commissioners 

with information about each of the proposed projects so they can begin to 

establish project priority levels at the May and subsequent Commission meetings.  

The goal is for the Commission to adopt its budget for FY 2001-02 at the July 

meeting. 

• Positive Outcomes for Children with Disabilities and Other Special Needs 

The Commission approved a $300,000 one-year contract with Sonoma State 

University to develop a plan identifying strategic activities for the Commission to 

undertake to promote positive outcomes for children with disabilities and other 

special needs. Sonoma State will also provide consulting services to the 

Commission, the Advisory Committee on Diversity, and staff. 

• Oral Health Initiative - Rural Counties 

The Commission approved a $40,000 allocation for a one-year planning effort to 

improve oral health education and services in a four-county rural region. The 

CCFC funds will be used to continue the planning process in Lassen, Modoc, 

Plumas, and Sierra Counties and produce a technical assistance resource for other 

counties initiating similar planning processes. The counties will invest at least 

$30,000 for related activities. 
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• Early Steps to Reading Success 

The Commission approved a $10 million two-year contract with the University of 

California Office of the President to continue activities in support of the 

California Professional Development Institutes in Early Literacy and to continue 

and expand the HeadsUp! Reading satellite courses. Each year, HeadsUp! 

Reading will provide early literacy training for approximately 500 trainers and 

8,000 early childhood educators who will then provide parent workshops for 

80,000 parents. 

 

• Advisory Committee on Diversity 

 

Committee Co-Chairs Lou Vismara and Sandra Gutierrez presented an update on 

the Advisory Committee on Diversity.  Commissioner Vismara reported that it 

has a planning retreat scheduled for April 30-May 1 in Los Angeles.  The retreat 

will focus on clarifying its vision and discussing its work for the next 6-12 

months, particularly as it pertains to the State Commission's School Readiness 

Initiative partnership with the Governor and the Commission’s development of 

the School Readiness Component of the Legislature’s Master Plan for Education. 

 

 

• The Commission voted to support the following two legislative bills: 

 

AB 1239 (Alquist) - Pediatric Literacy Programs: Reach Out and Read - Vamos A   

                                 Leer 

 

 SB 993 (Figueroa) - Early Care and Education and Wage Equity Act 
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• Master Plan for Education:  School Readiness Work Group 

 

The first meeting of the School Readiness Work Group was a well-attended 

success.  The Work Group discussed the scope of work for the work group and 

expanded the age group, which was originally zero to five, to prenatal to eight, in 

order to include as part of their report recommendations that make schools more 

ready for children, especially K -3.  They also decided to adopt as their working 

definition of “school readiness” the definition created by the National Educational 

Goals Panel.  The Work Group also approved its scope of work, adopted a set of 

guiding principles, and adopted a provisional table of contents for the report.  The 

next meeting of the Work Group is May 25. 

 

• School Readiness Initiative 

 

After May Revise, the Governor’s School Readiness Task Force will likely meet 

again and at that time the feedback from the Task Force’s Advisory Committee 

meeting on March 30 will be shared.  The State Commission is working with 

County Commissions in developing this initiative.  The timeline will be driven by 

the plan to design an evaluation process and the lead-time needed by counties to 

respond to an RFA.  Currently, the tentative date of release of an RFA is 

December 2001. The State Commission has contracted with UCLA for a phone 

survey of County Commissions to assess their technical assistance needs and to 

identify promising practices now in existence that parallel the school readiness 

initiative. 

 

• Public Education Media Research Presentation 

 

Roy Behr, of Team GILD, the State Commission’s media contractor, presented 

initial findings of the research completed to date in preparation for the next phase 

of the public education campaign.  Team GILD has completed 38 focus groups in 

multiple languages and one half of a statewide survey.  When all the research is 
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completed, a detailed report will be released to the State Commission and County 

Commissions.  In addition, staff provided an overview of a transition media 

campaign, which will begin in May.  Advertisements produced last year will be 

updated and re-broadcasted in equal weights throughout the state until the new 

messages are completed. 

 

• Kit for New Parents 

 

Staff presented a detailed proposal and budget for statewide implementation and 

distribution of the Kit for New Parents for two years.  The proposal is centered 

around a partnership between CCFC and County Commissions.  This item will be 

on the State Commission’s agenda in May for action. 

 


